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Who we are 

• EurEau is the European 

Federation of Water Services 

• 32 national associations of  

drinking and waste water 

operators from 29 European 

countries  

• Public and private sector 

• 540,000 direct jobs 



European Water Services in 

figures 



What we do 

• Up-to-date information 

• Exchange of knowledge  

• Development of joint positions and  

• Engagement with EU policy makers.  
 



The decision making – Ordinary 
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Why we do it 
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How we do it 
Committees and JWG  

Drinking water 

directive 

Agriculture 

Pesticides 

regulation 

Chemical legislation 

Drinking Water 

Urban Waste water 

treatment directive 

Rural sanitation 

Circular economy 

Fertiliser regulation 

 

Waste Water 

Investment needs 

Value of water 

Security aspects 

Data protection 

Economic and legal 

affairs 

Water 

framework 

directive 

Pollutants, 

incl. micro-

plastics 

Water reuse Innovation 



Objectives and priorities 

 

Ensuring access 
to water by 

securing 
investments. 

Protecting water 

resources  from 

pollution. 

Promoting the 

sustainable use of 

resources through 

the circular 

economy. 



Benefits for members 

 

 

• Being part of a multinational network of 200 experts 

• Having a strong voice in EU policy making 

• Staying informed about EU policy 

• Learning from best  

practices across Europe 

• Having access to water  

statistics 

• Access to international  

organisations (OECD,  

WHO, NATO…)  



EurEau documents  



Impact of EU policy on the quality 

of services  

 

Water operator 

Member 

States 
EU 

• Minimum quality requirements 

for water bodies, drinking 

water, waste water, sludge 

• Risk-based approach for DW 

• Minimum information needs 

• Organisation / governance / 

ownership 

• Performance parameters 

• Security (critical infrastructure) 

EurEau 

Benchmarking 

voluntary 



Impact of EU policy on the quality 

of services  

 • EU focus:  quality of the product in terms of health and 

environment  
- Drinking Water Directive 

- Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive 

- Sludge Directive 

- Water Framework Directive 
 

• New: increased information to end-users, but no 

benchmarking 
- Energy demand 

- Leakage 

- Incidents 

- Cost / price structure 
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Together we can make a difference 

 

Thank you! 

EurEau. Water Matters. 

www.eureau.org 

Rue du Luxembourg 47-51, 

B-1050 Brussels, Belgium 

Tel: +32 (0)2 706 40 80 

Fax: +32 (0)2 706 40 81  

BE 0416 415 347 

secretariat@eureau.org 

www.eureau.org 
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